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  Minutes of CFUW GUELPH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2025 
(80 years strong, as of October 2025) 

May 27, 2025, 5:30  
Cutten Fields, Guelph 

 
The meeting was called to order at  5:50 by Barb Hale.  
The Land Acknowledgment was read by Deb Thompson 
 
AGENDA 

1.​ Establishment of Quorum: 10% of Eligible members 
2.​ Welcome and introduction of Guests 
3.​ Approval of the Agenda of May 27, 2025 
4.​ Approval of the Minutes of May 28, 2024 Annual General Meeting 
5.​ National AGM Representation Motion - Jo Ann Hayter 
6.​ Ontario Council Annual General Meeting Report - Janet Bruder 
7.​ Financial Review - CFUW Guelph and Scholarship 

Motion to Accept the financial review of the Club and Scholarship finances 
8.​ Advocacy - Deb Thompson 
9.​ Resolutions Committee - Maureen Weaver 

Motion to accept Recommendations 
10.​Treasurer - Heather Bailey 

Motion to Accept the 2025 -2026 Budget 
11.​Nominations Committee:  Slate of Officers from 2025 - 2025 

Motion to Accept the Slate of Officers - Sonia Spekkens 
12.​Reflections - Jo Ann Hayter 
13.​Adjournment. 

Guest Speaker - Jay Wilson, Historian, Author, Raconteur - “Gwelf Early Days - the 
Indoor Version” 
 
ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM: 52 members were present, more than 10% of our members. 
 
Welcome:  Jo Ann Hayter welcomed the members. 
 
Approval of the Agenda - May 27, 2025 
Moved by Heather Beecroft that the Agenda for the AGM May 27, 2025, be approved as 
submitted.  Seconded by Priscilla Reeve.  Carried 
 
Approval of the Minutes of the May 28, 2024 
Moved by Joan Hug -Valeriote that the Minutes of May 28, 2024 be approved as submitted.  
Seconded by Heather Bailey. Carried 
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National AGM Club Representative 
Moved by Jo Anne Hayter,  that Gwen Revington be our Voting Delegate at the CFUW 
National 2025 AGM. Seconded by Barb Hale. Carried 
*Note that notwithstanding due regard for the Club’s recommendations, we grant her full 
discretion to vote according to her best judgement. 
 
Financial Review  
Moved by Sonia Spekkens to Approve the Financial Report by Liz Wagner, of CFUW Guelph 
as presented on pages 34 & 35 of the 2024-2025 Annual Report.  Seconded by Gwen 
Revington.  Carried 
 
Moved by Sonia Spekkens to Approve Financial Review of Scholarship by Liz Wagner,  as 
presented on page 35 of the 2024 - 2025 Annual Report. Seconded by Gwen Revington. 
Carried 
 
Ontario Council - Janet Bruder and Maureen Weaver attended Ontario Council AGM over 
Zoom.  Maureen was the voting delegate. Forty-five Ontario clubs have increased their 
membership by 2.7% 
 
Advocacy - Deb Thompson reported on the key issues that shaped the efforts of the 
Advocacy committee this year:  They were Basic Income, Gender based violence, climate 
change and MisInformation/DisInformation. 
 
 Resolutions Committee - Maureen Weaver chaired the committee. They reviewed, revised 
and supported all 7 of National’s resolutions. 
​ ​  
Treasurer’s Report - Heather Bailey presented the Proposed Budget for 2025-2026.  Moved 
by Kim Palazzo that the proposed budget be accepted.  Seconded by Jane Kenny.  Carried. 
 
Nominations Committee Report - submitted by members Chair - Sonia Spekkens, Esther 
Semple and Susan Brown. 
 
 The Slate of Nominees for 2025-26 
Past President - Jo Ann Hayter 
President  - Maureen Weaver 
Vice-President - Gwen Revington 
Secretary - Penny Hendricks 
Treasurer - Heather Bailey 
Advocacy Chair - Deb Thompson 
Communications - Jalene Lumb 
Hospitality - Jane Kenny 
Member Services - Barbara Kuczynski/ Lydia Thomas 
Member-at-Large - Janet Bruder 
Program Chair - Susan Brown 
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Moved by Sonia Spekkens that the slate of Offices for CFUW Guelph 2024 - 2025 be 
accepted as presented.  Seconded by Joan Hug-Valeriote.  Carried. 
 
Scholarship Committee 
Slate of Nominees: 2025-26 
Chair:  Gabriella Facchini 
Treasurer: Brenda Coomber 
Secretary: Diane Boyd 
Member-at-Large: Elizabeth Miller 
 
Moved by Sonia Spekkens that the Scholarship Committee be accepted as presented. 
Seconded by Gwen Revington. 
 
Appointed by the President for 2025-2026 
Archivist - Mary McEwen 
Database Manager - Janet Hodgson 
Financial Reviewer - Liz Wagner 
 
Announcements:  Dues for 2025-26 must be received by October 1, if you wish to be 
included in the 2026 Blue Book.  Renewal forms will be emailed the first week of August.  Blue 
Books will be distributed at the October and November General meetings. 
Brenda Coomber is looking for group photos of activities to be submitted for the Guelph Line. 
 
Closing Remarks: 
Jo Ann thanked the Executive for their support and a special thank you to retiring Executive 
members - Kerry Detlor, Sonia Spekkens, Esther Semple and Barb Hale.  
She reflected on the importance and value of the CFUW community for their . . .  Connections, 
Sharing and Inspiration! 
 
The meeting ended at 6:30 
 
 
Our Guest Speaker,  Jay Wilson, Historian, Author, Raconteur, entertained us with Gwelf Early 
Days -  great stories, well told. 
 
The meeting ended at 9:25 
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REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OFFICERS 2025 - 2026 
 

President’s Report 

By Gwen Revington 
 
I am grateful to have had the opportunity to serve as President of this Club in such a 
momentous year. Last summer I could be found poring over CFUW Guelph Archives in the 
cool of the Guelph Public Library, all in preparation for our Club’s 80th Anniversary. It was a gift 
of an experience. It helped me see the big picture of how our Club has contributed to our city, 
and how at the same time it enriched the lives of so many Club members over the years. The 
interest group activities, excursions, special projects, civic affairs and advocacy work, 
banquets, conferences attended, conferences hosted in the past – all truly awesome! And the 
tradition of active involvement continues to this day. 

There are members in our club who will have more to say on this year’s accomplishments, but 
I would like to take the opportunity to thank members for what I consider highlights of the year. 

We successfully hosted seven hybrid meetings, thanks to the tech expertise and calm 
competence of Heather Bailey, Jalene Lumb and Esther Semple, on a trail blazed last year by 
Heather, Sonia Spekkens and Barb Hale.  

It was a pleasure to be part of the 80th Anniversary Committee, chaired by wonderful organizer 
Maureen Weaver. The celebration with luncheon and guest speaker Sally Armstrong was a 
marvelous success. Approximately half of attendees were community partners, friends and 
family, which gave our club some nice exposure in our community. Maureen’s report, 
congratulatory messages, and photos of the 80th Anniversary event have been captured for 
posterity in the February 2026 special Commemorative Newsletter, thanks to Brenda Coomber. 

I recognize the time and hard work put in by the advocacy working group of Kate Ciceri, Liz 
Fisk, Andrea Horton and Lyn McLeod, as they prepared the resolution Countering 
Disinformation in Canada to be presented at this summer’s National AGM.   
 
A Community Connections donation by our club to Salvation Army Community Services 
planted a seed for an International Women’s Day outreach project (A Cup of Kindness) which 
honoured and celebrated women who are often ignored and forgotten. Thank you to club 
members Lydia Thomas and Anne Day for their roles in making this special event happen.  

Thank you to Susan Brown, Sandra McCormick, Sonia Spekkens and Deb Thompson who 
were all game to be interviewed for the Growing Guelph podcast. The podcast is in the editing 
process at the time of this writing, with the final product expected soon. Once available, we all 
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can share the link with family, friends and associates who would like to know more about our 
club. It will have the potential to reach an audience of engaged Guelph citizens. 

I’d like to thank the members of the Executive for their commitment to ensuring the needs of 
our club are met socially, financially, educationally and in practical ways. Susan Brown and Jo 
Ann Hayter took on additional roles, chairing the Resolutions Committee and serving on the 
Scholarship Committee, respectively. Behind the scenes Janet Hodgson continues to maintain 
our database, Liz Wagner reviews our finances, and Mary McEwen has gathered and safely 
stored archive material. Many thanks to all! 

 

Past President’s Report 

By Jo Ann Hayter  
 
This year we have had several long-time current and former members pass away, specifically 
Helen Hobson, Suzanne Wilson and Urve Abbot; in addition several of our associates, Lynda 
Gilham, Clare Irwin, Jo Ann Ayter and Carol Herrmann, lost close family members. 

A poppy card was sent to each of their families on behalf of our members. 

 

Secretary’s Report  

By Penny Hendricks 

Listed below are the tasks performed as Secretary for 2025 - 2026.  
 
I recorded the minutes, or arranged to have someone take the minutes, for all General and 
Executive meetings. All draft  minutes are  sent to the Executive for 
input/clarification/corrections.  Once the minutes have been “Carried” they are put into 
Dropbox, where they are stored in the “cloud” and can be accessed by the Exec when needed. 
 
Annually, I collect reports from all Executive members,  format and put them into the AGM 
Annual Report. An electronic copy of the Report is sent to all club members as a pdf.  Another 
record keeping job for the secretary is to maintain a Motion sheet: a record of all Motions 
passed at a General or Executive meeting. These, too, are stored in Dropbox.   
 
I am very grateful to Barb Shaw, who has filled in for me when I have been away.  It is a big job 
to attend all meetings, Exec and General, record the decision made and then send it out for 
distribution by Communications.  I am very grateful to have Barb share secretarial duties with 
me, come September.  Yeah Barb! Thank you so much! 
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Treasurer’s Report  
 
by Heather Bailey 
 
CFUW Guelph’s annual membership dues of $120 include CFUW National and Ontario 
Council dues of $55 and $6.25 per member, respectively. A mandatory donation to the 
Scholarship Fund of $20 per member resulted in $2360 being donated this year and many 
members made extra donations which meant an additional $5900 was donated to Scholarship 
and $1600 to our Community Connections fund. 
 
The club’s annual operating budget is approx $4000-$5000 per year, which allows us to cover 
all operating costs especially in years when the CFUW and OC Annual General Meetings are 
held virtually. Our membership numbers have remained the same as last year, although we 
have lost a few long term members this year. 
 
While many members appreciate attending meetings in person, some prefer virtual meetings 
due to health, travel or weather, so we continue to offer hybrid meetings, except our AGM, and 
our Zoom licence has become an annual operating expense.   
 
We are in the first year of our 3 year partnership with Chalmers Centre and donated $1000 to 
them this year. We also awarded The Salvation Army $1113 from our ‘one-time’ funds, to 
support a Cup of Kindness tea party held near International Women’s Day for more than 40 
women.  
 
To celebrate the 80th Anniversary of CFUW Guelph, a luncheon featuring speaker Sally 
Armstrong was held in early December.  The event was well attended by members and 
non-members, and we received recognition from our MP, Dominique O’Rourke. The Executive 
approved using the club’s reserves to cover any deficit as a way to both celebrate our club’s 
achievements as well as increase our exposure in the community and a few new members 
have joined the club as a result of the event. 
 
Our reserves of approximately $16,000 continue to exceed our need for restricted reserves so 
we are in a comfortable financial position. Growing our membership is the best way to ensure 
our continued financial stability. 
 
Our detailed budget and complete financial report can be found in Appendix 1. Thank you to 
Liz Wagner for her review of the CFUW Guelph Financial Statements. 
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Member at Large Report  

by Janet Bruder  
 
CFUW Ontario Council notices were forwarded to members through Communications via  
email and summarized at CFUW Guelph General Meetings. The President and Member at  
Large were present at the CFUW Ontario Council AGM, May 23-24, 2025 and  will be present 
at the May 22-23, 2026  
Janet Bruder and Gwen Revington will attend the 2026AGM in Peterborough, ON 

In attendance CFUW Ontario Council Speaker Series, 4 in all: 

Declaring Intimate Partner Violence an Epidemic in Ontario- Oct. 25, 2025 

The Role of Patriarchy: Historical Perspectives and Current Issues- Nov. 29, 2025 

Artificial Intelligence and Education Feb. 21,2025 

As set out in the CFUW Policy and Procedures document, the Member-at-Large, a member of 
the Executive, provides general support, contributes expertise and general knowledge and 
may initiate or assist with special or one-time projects as needed. 

Assisted with Archives in sorting and organizing them before they are sent to the Guelph 
Public Library. 

Because of our upcoming 80th Anniversary, I participated, as part of a committee, in helping 
with our 80thAnniversary celebration by obtaining a speaker , Sally Armstrong for the event as 
well as helping with the set up for the event. 
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REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CHAIRS 2025-2026  
 

Advocacy Committee 

Debra Thompson, Chair 

With appreciation to the Advocacy Committee Members: Penny Hendricks, Kate Ciceri, Kim 
Palazzo, Andrea Horton, Lyn McLeod, Lydia Thomas, Liz Fisk, Susan Glasauer, Jennifer 
MacKenzie, Jane Cox, Maureen Weaver and Mary McEwen 

Education, Advocacy and Community 

 Advocacy Committee Members:​
• Met with political leaders Mike Schreiner MPP (June/25), Dominique O’Rourke MP 
(September/25), Michael Chong MP (October/25)​
• Participated in the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence​
• Supported the December 6 National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against 
Women vigil​
• Participated in International Women’s Day initiatives (March 2026)​
• Supported the Guelph Women’s Campaign School (February 7) and Basic Income Guelph​
• A member independently wrote a letter to the editor in support of gender-based violence 
awareness​
• Promoted advocacy through a podcast-Growing Guelph 

Key Areas of Work - A working group of Kate Ciceri, Liz Fisk, Andrea Horton and Lyn McLeod 
advanced a resolution on disinformation focusing on practical implementation and ongoing 
advocacy at club and national levels.  

Priorities include:​
• Education and outreach (e.g., CIVIX - a Canadian non-partisan organization that provides 
educational resources to promote civic engagement and media literacy among students).​
• Public education to improve access to existing resources​
• Continued political engagement with candidates and elected officials 

Committee Update - The Committee meets monthly and reports regularly through Guelph 
Line newsletters and monthly General and Executive meeting updates.  

Additional Initiative - In collaboration with CFUW Stratford, the Committee began reviewing 
water bottling permits, including background research and drafting a letter to Guelph’s MPP. 

 
9 



Looking Ahead- The Committee will continue to advance work on disinformation, strengthen 
public and political engagement and contribute to advocacy at all levels. 

The Advocacy Committee meets regularly on the second Thursday of each month. 

 All CFUW Guelph members are warmly welcomed to attend, observe and add their voice to 
advocacy discussions. 

Archives Report  

by Gwen Revington 
 
(For the Archives Committee – Mary McEwen, Chair; Gwen Revington and Janet Bruder) 
Meeting minutes, newsletters, photos, projects, correspondence, publicity items, financial 
records – all of these are a valuable piece of the story of CFUW Guelph, thanks to their 
preservation as archives. Future researchers and writers will be delighted to have this treasure 
trove of our Club’s history! Our archive team met on a regular basis over the past few months 
to sort and organize material that has been collected over the past 20 years. We have been 
preparing the material for its donation to the Guelph Public Library Archives, where it will be 
added to the existing collection. It was not as tedious of a process as it sounds. There were 
nostalgic discoveries, some surprises and even a few shared laughs. Thank you to those who 
have conserved and passed on the special records of our Club’s activities for us to send to 
their permanent storage.  

 

Communications Committee Report 
 
by Jalene Lumb, Communications Chair 
 
CFUW Guelph’s communication requirements are managed by a dedicated committee of five 
members who oversee a variety of work streams. 
Brenda Coomber continues to serve as Editor of our newsletter, The Guelph Line, and 
succeeded in publishing six editions on a bi-monthly schedule. Additionally, she produced a 
special February edition commemorating CFUW Guelph’s 80th Anniversary, which provided a 
valuable tribute to the milestone and effectively preserved its significance in the archives. 

With her diverse skillsets, Heather Bailey supports various functions within the communication 
committee and provides valuable assistance as required. One of her key responsibilities is  
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coordinating the club’s Zoom meetings and facilitating our hybrid sessions to ensure these 
meetings run smoothly. 
Esther Semple maintains our club website (cfuwguelph.org) throughout the year, providing 
timely updates. She also ensures that our monthly speaker is regularly featured on the Guelph 
Mercury Events Calendar, giving the community the visibility into CFUW’s incredible speaker 
series. 

Our social media accounts on Facebook and Instagram are looked after by a “former” 
non-member volunteer, Monica Van Adrichem. Her efforts allow us to keep members and the 
public informed with photos and written information about our speakers, our advocacy activities 
and links to our community partners. We are very grateful for Monica’s assistance and happy 
to announce that Monica is now joining CFUW as a member and will continue on with this role. 
Esther will be passing the website management torch over to Monica, as well. 
 
Clare Irwin managed the Gmail account during the initial months of this year, ensuring a 
smooth transition until Jalene was prepared to assume full responsibility. Clare has been the 
electronic voice of the CFUW Communications Committee for many years and both the team 
and the organization appreciated her diligence and dedication to this role. Thank you, Clare! 
 
As committee chair, Jalene fulfills the core duties of leading the committee and convening 
meetings as necessary, providing reports to the executive and submitting updates for 
newsletters and the annual report.  Additionally, last summer, Jalene worked with the 
membership committee to offer updated membership forms in both PDF and Word formats.  
For the 80th Anniversary, Jalene contributed to the development of a Quick Response Code 
(QR code) for CFUW, enabling non-members to easily access the organization's website and 
learn about its activities. 

Hospitality  

by Jane Kenny 

This year we were able to continue meetings at Water Street Church for all of our 
meetings with an in person/hybrid zoom combination for most of the meetings.  

Our in person attendance for meetings at Water Street has averaged between 40 to 50 
people each month. We again, offered snacks at all meetings . I will continue this 
practice in the fall with three of four people bringing a selection of both sweet and 
savory treats for each monthly meeting. Participants are asked to sign up in the fall and 
will be notified when it is their turn. The AGM dinner and final meeting is being 
organized once again at Cutten Fields on Tuesday May 26th, with approximately 45 
members expected to attend.  
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Member Services Committee  
 
by Barbara Kuczynski 

Currently CFUW Guelph’s membership stands at 121.  There were 111 continuing members, 9 
new members and 1 returning.  The total includes 3 dual members. 
In September we had a colourful display at the Westminster Square library promoting our 
advocacy work, guest speakers and interest groups. 

The Blue Book directories were available for distribution at the October general meeting.  
Those books not picked up were either dropped off locally or mailed out of town. 

A new members dessert party was held in January for those joining during the last two years. 

Renewal applications will be emailed in August for the 2026/27 year 

 

Nomination Committee Report 

By Jo Ann Hayter 

The Nominating Committee was composed of Kerry Detlor, Susan Brown and chaired by Past 
President Jo Ann Hayter 

Thanks to their efforts we have succeeded in soliciting some new members to our executive to 
replace those who have decided to take a break after many years of service.  Most members 
of the Executive have once again volunteered to continue in their current position.  They are to 
be most profusely thanked for their time and commitment to our club.  For those who have 
decided to take a break, specifically Susan Brown, we owe a huge debt of gratitude for her 
many years of service on the Executive, President, Past President and most recently Chair of 
the Program Committee. 

We thank Jalene Lumb who very capably chaired our Communications Committee this year; 
she is taking a break and will be replaced by Janet Bruder who is coordinating a very talented 
Communications Team: Brenda Coomber, Newsletter, Monica van Aldrichem Social Media and 
our website. 

Clare Irwin has long been an anchor on the Communications Team.  She very capably ensured 
that all members were kept up to date with agenda, minutes and special announcements.  
Clare, thank you and enjoy your newly acquired time. We are delighted to welcome a former 
Club President, Liz Fisk who has volunteered to serve as VP this year.  Barbara Shaw, is 
returning to the Executive to share the role of Secretary with Penny Hendricks.  They will be a 
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dynamic team.  Finally Judy Scannell, a new member has keenly stepped up to cover the role 
of Member at Large. 

 
Slate of officers standing for Executive Position 
(*the asterisk indicates a new member to the position) 
President - Gwen Revington 
Vice President  - Liz Fisk* 
Past President - Jo Ann Hayter 
Treasurer - Heather Bailey 
Secretary - Penny Hendricks and Barbara Shaw* 
Member at Large - Judy Scannell* 
Membership Co-chairs Barbara Kuczynski, Lydia Thomas 
Communications Chair - Janet Bruder* 
Advocacy - Deb Thompson 
Hospitality - Jane Kenny 
Program Chair - Cathy Farr* 
 
 
We thank all members of the Scholarship Committee who have agreed to continue in their 
present position for another year. 
 
Slate of Officers standing for the Scholarship Positions:  
Gabriella Facchini - Chair 
Brenda Coomber - Treasurer 
Diane Boyd - Secretary 
Jo Ann Hayter - Ex-offico 
Exec. Treasurer - Heather Bailey 
 
As mentioned last year, it is always wonderful to have members on both the scholarship and 
executive return year after year.  It does appear to make the task of the Nominating Committee 
slightly easier to fill less positions, however it is still a challenge in my experience, it has been a 
great honour and pleasure to have had the opportunity to serve on the Executive.  The women 
with whom I have worked are amazing, dedicated, focused and fun.  Any new or long-time 
member would have a rewarding experience when volunteering to take on an Executive 
Committee or Scholarship Committee position when vacancies become available.  Please 
consider taking on a position when approached by the Nominating Committee or better yet, put 
your name forward as vacancies are announced.  
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Program Report  

by Susan Brown  

CFUW Guelph Speakers Program 2025-2026 

This year the Program Committee members Cathy Farr, Gabriella Facchini, Joanne Oldridge 
and Susan Brown put together an eclectic roster of speakers for our General Meetings.  

In September Naomi Smith Indigenous Artist and Educator. Naomi explained Indigenous 
History through the Artistry of Beading. 

Dr. Emma Allen Vercoe, Professor Biomedical Sciences U of G came to us in October. She 
spoke about her work in the “bowels” of the human gut and the fascinating revelations of her 
research. 

In November, we welcomed Marion Reidel, Guelph author.  Marion took us on a journey 
through her book of stories about the people who need, use, frequent the Royal City Mission. 
Her book, Stories from the Mission was available for sale with all proceeds going to the 
Mission. 

In January we had a change in speakers as Dr. Rodenburg was unavailable. Dr. Kerianne 
McGoogan, Author and Primatologist kindly moved her presentation from April to January. 
Dr. McGoogan took us to the jungle with her book – Sisters of the Jungle – Stories of 
Female Primatologists at Work.  Many of us were able to purchase her book. 

February brought Dr. Cindy McMann, Public Educator Guelph Wellington Women in Crisis 
to our meeting. She reviewed the vital work of GWIC and spent time talking about the reality of 
human trafficking in Guelph. 

In March we hitchhiked through our teenage years with Dr. Linda Mahood, Professor of 
History, U of G while sharing her research contained in her book Thumbing a Ride – Baby 
Boomers. 

In April, Craig Dixon, Sports Physiotherapist U of G spoke to us about Concussion.   A 
most interesting and informative presentation and discussion about this all-too-common 
occurrence during our lifetimes. 

Our speaker at the AGM will be Dr. Francine McCarthy, Professor Earth Science Brock 
University.  Professor McCarthy will be speaking to us about Crawford Lake. Crawford Lake 
– a Small Lake with a Big Story to Tell. 
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Resolution Committee Report  

by Susan Brown, Chair 

CFUW Guelph Resolutions Committee Report 2025 - 2026 
Resolution committee members were Carole Stewart, Sandra McCormick and Susan Brown as 
chair. In March Liz Fisk joined the committee. Lyn McLeod was invited as a guest to the April 
meeting where we considered the National Resolutions. 

The Resolutions Committee reviewed three Resolutions put forth by CFUW Clubs. 

The first Resolution was issued by the Ontario Council in February 2026.  The Resolution was 
titled Minimizing the Negative Effects of Post Partum Depression and was submitted by 
CFUW London. The committee reviewed it and recommended that we support it at the Ontario 
Council AGM. The motion was passed at the March General Meeting. 

CFUW National submitted two resolutions for consideration this year. 

Resolution #1 – CFUW Ottawa – Canadian Response to the Education Crisis in 
Afghanistan. After an extensive review, the committee recommended that we do not support 
this resolution.  The committee felt that the links with the Resolves and the supporting 
information was very weak and that overall, it was poorly written.  We did provide our rationale 
to the Resolution Amendments Committee. 

Our recommendation at the April General Meeting was that we do not support this resolution. 
The motion carried. 

Resolution #2 – CFUW GUELPH – Countering Disinformation in Canada. 

This resolution was proposed by our club and as members we had the opportunity to witness 
its creation and subsequent evolution. However, the committee did judge it on its merits. We 
found it to be well written, cohesive, informative and intentional in their call-to-action items. 

The committee recommended that we support this Resolution at our April General Meeting. 
The motion carried. 
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Community Connections 

by Gwen Revington 

A three-year partnership with Chalmers Community Services began this year with a $1000 
donation. They will be receiving that same amount in each of the next two years.  

The recipient of our One-Time Funding ($1113) was Salvation Army Community Services. Our 
members Lydia Thomas and Anne Day were involved in organizing their Cup of Kindness tea, 
and several of our club members donated nail care products which were distributed to the 
more than 40 women attending.   

To members who donated to Community Connections, know that your contributions are very 
much needed and appreciated in our community. 

 
 
Scholarship Committee 
 
By Gabriella Facchini 
 
CFUW Guelph Scholarship and Awards Committee Report – May 2026 
 
CFUW Guelph 80th Anniversary Engineering Scholarship 
 
In 2025, CFUW Guelph marked an 80 year milestone relationship with the University of 
Guelph.  Since 1945, CFUW Guelph has been supporting women pursuing post-secondary 
education.  Generous support from CFUW members and fiscal prudence allowed our club to 
endow The CFUW Guelph 80th Anniversary Engineering Scholarship for a female student 
enrolled in the Bachelor of Engineering program. 
 
CFUW Guelph University of Guelph Scholarship Recipients 2026 
 
CFUW Guelph Engineering Scholarship – Emma Bresele ​
CFUW Guelph Graduate Scholarship in Studio Arts – Celeste Cares​
CFUW Scholarship for Women in Graduate Studies in Nutritional Sciences – Ala Alzubi​
CFUW Guelph Isobelle Gray Women's Rowing Scholarship – Tessa Beukeboom​
​
CFUW Guelph Conestoga College Awards and Bursary Recipients 
​
Catherine Gallant – CFUW Guelph Bursary ​
Amanda Violette – CFUW Guelph Bursary 
Lisa Harkness – CFUW Guelph Bursary​
Ceyda Bilgesu – CFUW Guelph 75th Anniversary Award​
Himika Dogra – CFUW Guelph ECE Award 
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The Scholarship Committee thanks Emma, Celeste, and Ala for taking the time to meet with 
members and attend the April 2026 General Meeting. 
 
 
Financial Update 
 
The CFUW Guelph Scholarship and Awards Committee will be meeting all contractual 
obligations for the coming year and the Scholarship Awards and Trust Fund is in good fiscal 
order.  A copy of the year end financial report for the Scholarship and Awards Trust Fund is 
appended to the Club's annual report document. 
 

Thank you, Jo Ann for your contributions this past year to look for ways to grow and support 
the Scholarship Committee.  Brenda Coomber, Diane Boyd, and Gabriella Facchini look 
forward to working with incoming CFUW Guelph Vice President, Liz Fisk.  Thank you, 
Elizabeth Miller for your leadership with the Scholarship Committee over the last four years 
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INTEREST GROUPS 2025 - 2026 

INTEREST 
GROUPS 

Day & 
Time 

Convenor Location Description  

*Advocacy 
(is a committee 

of CFUW as 
well as an 

interest group) 

3rd 
Thursday 
at 1:30 - 
3:00 

Debra Thompson 
Chairperson 
519 823 3569 
debthompson@r
ogers.com 

Members 
take turns 
hosting  

The Advocacy group determines and coordinates 
the club’s advocacy work.  All Club members are 
welcome to attend the monthly meetings. 
Advocacy members meet with elected 
representatives, liaise with community groups, such 
as the Women’s Crisis Centre and discuss issues 
of interest/importance to them. Eg. DisInformation, 
Universal Basic Income.  They actively participate 
in numerous Women’s events e.g. International 
Women’s Day, Dec. 6th Action on Violence Against 
Women. 

Art Touring No 
regular 
meetings 

Maureen 
Busby-O’Connor 
519 821-1355 
maureenbusbyoc
onnor@ 
gmail.com 

 Members make suggestions and help organize. A 
Core Planning group then schedules a calendar of 
events, and sends out an email.  Based on the 
response, final details are sent out to those who 
indicated an interest.  Visits to galleries, art movies, 
at-home presentations etc.  New members are 
always welcome! 

        Arts  
& 

 Entertainment  

Meeting/
as 
needed, 
arranged 
through 
email. 

Heather Bailey 
519 824 2185 
hbailey@uogue
lph.ca 

 Emails are sent out with suggestion movies, 
musical or other performing arts events that 
have been suggested by the group. .  Anyone 
interested,  replies to the group email.  
Carpooling can be arranged for out-of-town 
events.  An annual trip to Stratford is organized 
for June. 

BOOK GROUPS 

Diverse 
Literary 
Opinion 

 
1st 
Monday 
at 7:00 

Marg 
Donaldson 
519 835 9508 
marg.bruce@ro
gers.com 

Member
s take 
turns 
hosting  

Books are chosen in June for the following 
year.  We try to select books that are available 
at the Guelph Public Library or are eBooks. 
Members take turns leading the book 
discussion.  

Sagacious 
Monday Book 
Group (SMBG) 

2nd 
Monday  

Gail Ranson 
519 836 5348 
garn557@gmail.c
om 

 18 members in the group read a wide variety of 
books.  This group meets over Zoom 
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2nd Monday 2nd 
Monday in 
the 
evening 

Liz Wagner 
519 823 3981 
kwagnen618@ro
gers.com 

 The 10 member group reads a different book each 
month that has been previously agreed upon. 

3rd Monday 3rd 
Monday  

Carole Stewart   
519 546 3320 
cjstwrt@rogers.c
om 

Members 
take turns 
hosting 

Members suggest themes at their first meeting.  
This allows members to read and report on any 
book that pertains to the theme. 

1st Thursday  1st 
Thursday 
FULL 

Kerry Detlor 
519 763 3850 
detlorkerry@gma
il.com 

 A  variety of books such as historical fiction, 
non-fiction, mysteries etc is read by the group. .  At 
the potluck in June, the next season’s books are 
chosen 

Book 
Exchange 

 Group 

No 
regular 
meetings. 

Morag McMillan 
519 823 2264 
moragwhale@hot
mail. 
co.uk 

 Limited to 9 group members who decide what 
books will be purchased, read within the month and 
then passed on to the next person on the list. The 
last book in May is yours to keep. The cost of 
purchasing the books is shared equally among the 
members.  The selections are usually a mix of fact 
and fiction. 

 

Bridge Group Weekly on 
Mondays 
from 1:30 
- 4:30 

Claudia Etches 
519 830 5398 
cetches5476@g
mail.com 

Members 
take turns 
hosting - 
two 
tables of 
4  

The group is full but there is often a need for a 
spare. Contact the convenor if you are interested. 

Cross Country  
Skiing  

When 
winter 
conditions 
allow!  

Joan 
Hug-Valeriote 
416 768 3773 
Jhugval 
@horizonsquiltin
g.ca 

Mostly in 
town 
trails 

 

Cycling Sept - 
Nov & 
April - 
June 
 Tuesdays  
9 - noon 
Fridays 9- 
3pm 
approx. 

Sonia Spekkens 
519 767 2376 
espekkens@roge
rs.com 

Tues - 
locations 
in town. 
Fri. - 
longer 
trips out 
of town. 

 Approximately  2hr for the rides  in town 20 - 25km 
and various.   Out of town locations on Friday take 
the whole day with  distances of 40 - 60km and a 
stop along the way for lunch.(eg Cambridge, Elora, 
Hamilton) with a stop for lunch. The group plans a 
4/5 day bike trip for June. Past examples are:  Petit 
Train du Nord, Prince Edward County and Sarnia  
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Euchre Sept. - 
June 
4th 
Monday - 
1:15  

Sonia Spekkens 
519 767 2376 
espeekkens@rog
ers.com 
 

Members 
take turns 
hosting. 

One or 2 tables of 4. Treats are enjoyed and 
instructions are available if you want to learn the 
game. 

Exploring 
Music 

1st Friday 
-   Sept. to 
June 

Margaret Hull 
519 821 9972 
mehull@rogers.c
om 

Members 
take turns 
hosting. 

The group examines and listens to a wide variety of 
music.  They also take group trips and occasionally 
have a speaker.  

Gardening 3rd 
Monday 
 

Joyce Johnson 
519 823 1909 
joycejohnson51
@ 
rogers.com 

 Viewing gardens, nurseries, garden workshops and 
meetings at members homes.  No maximum 
number. 

Golf Weekly  
Tuesday 
mornings  

Cathy Farr 
226 821 3992  
cathy.farr@symp
atico.ca 

Victoria 
Park 
Valley 

No limit to numbers. 

Hiking Sept - 
Nov. & 
April -  
June 
Wed. 1 
pm 
@1pm.  

Esther Semple 
519 827 7158 
ethersemple6@g
mail.com 

Different 
locations 
in town 
and out 
of town.  

Members of the group plan/sign-up to lead different 
walks/hikes which last 1 - 2hrs.  There is usually a 
stop for refreshments after the walk.   

Investments 
Plus 

2nd 
Wednesd
ay  
evening 
 

Cathy Farr 
226 821 3992 
cathy.farr@symp
atico.ca 

Meetings 
are 
usually 
over 
Zoom 

We discuss investing and the business climate 
generally.   We also discuss things like 
endowments, wills etc. 

Scrabble 
Group  

4th 
Tuesday 
1:30  pm 

Susan Brown 
519 837 1319 
sbrownc248@rog
ers.com 

Members 
take turns 
hosting. 

We enjoy the challenges of Scrabble, the 
companionship of our CFUW friends and the 
interesting topics of conversation which 
inevitably arise when interesting women gather. 
 

Scrabble 
Group  

Oct - June 
2nd 
Thursday 
1:30 pm 

Brenda Coomber 
519 767 6152 
bcoomber@uogu
elph.ca 

Members 
take turns 
hosting. 

 We enjoy the game for its social activities as much 
as its intellectual challenges, and don't take 
ourselves too seriously. Although we keep score, it 
is in the spirit of collaborative competition, with 
plenty of cheat sheets, dictionary browsing and 
shared advice.  
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Scribblers 

 
 
Oct. - 
June 
2nd 
Tuesday 
at 1:30 
pm 

 
 
Sylvia Grant 
519 823 5045 
sylviagrant@gma
il.com 

 
 
Members 
take turns 
hosting. 

 
 
A creative writing group,  a new topic is chosen to 
write about for the following month.  Members read  
their work aloud to the group. 

Snowshoeing Winter 
months 
weekly on 
Friday 
usually in 
the am 

Sonia Spekkens 
519 767 2376 
espekkens@roge
rs.com 

Various 
places 
weather 
permitting  

Snowshoe for about 1 - 1 1/2  hours along various 
trails in and around Guelph.  If there is minimal 
snow they walk.  Crampons are highly 
recommended if walking. Lots of friendly 
conversation. 
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Appendix 1 - Financial Report  
Treasurer's Annual Financial Report CFUW Guelph 2025 - 2026 and proposed 

2026-27 Budgets  

by Heather Bailey 
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                                     ​ ​   Budget 2025-26​ Actual April 30, 2026 ​        Proposed  
       ​         2026-27             

Revenue​ ​ ​  

Membership (net of dues) ​ 4650.00​        4,364.00​ ​       4,610.00 

Banquet​ ​ ​ ​ ​          -190.40​ ​              0.00 

80th Anniv. Luncheon  *​ ​ ​        -1,049.75​ ​              0.00 

Interest​ ​                 500.00​ ​ 711.82​ ​          600.00 

​ ​ ​               ​   5150.00​         4,885.42​ ​         5,210.00 

 

Expenses 

 Nat'l and Prov'l meetings ​     500.00​ ​ ​ ​         1,700.00 

 Hall Rental/Zoom expenses​   1,500.00​        1,402.04​ ​        1,500.00 

 Hospitality​ ​ ​     200.00​ ​ ​ ​           100.00 

 Member Services​ ​     300.00​            274.12​                       300.00 

 Online banking fees​ ​      180.00​            180.00​   ​           180.00 

 Program​ ​ ​   1,200.00​         1,200.00​                     1,200.00 

 ​ Communication, PR, Website      300.00​           590.10​ ​          400.00 

 Advocacy​ ​ ​    500.00​           513.16​                       500.00 

 Total​ ​ ​ ​ ​  4,680.00                 4,159.42​ ​       5,880.00 

 Surplus or Deficit​ ​                  470.00​          726.00​ ​        -670.00 

 

*​ to come out of reserve funds, not 2025-26 operating funds 
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Community Connection Fund 

by Heather Bailey 

 
 

 

 
24 



Appendix 2  Scholarship Financial Report 

 By Brenda Coomber  
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Appendix 3 - Report of Financial Examiner 

Review of CFUW Guelph Financial Books and Records May  

by Liz Wagner  
1.​ Membership dues revenue for 2026-27 of 360.00 

2.​ Uncashed cheques that pertain to 2025-26 

              # 359    6490.00        # 362     150.00 

3.​ Cheques issued (2) and cashed that pertain to 2026-27 

Water Street Church CHQ # 184 for $250.00 

Cutten Club Deposit for 2026 Banquet CHQ # 357 for $200.00 

 

The sources of group funds are: 

Review of CFUW Guelph Financial Books and Records, May 2026 
 
I, Liz Wagner, the volunteer financial reviewer, communicated with Heather Bailey, Treasurer of CFUW 

Guelph from May 14 to May 19, 2026. The results of the review are as follows: 

 

CFUW is an unincorporated non-profit organization. No income tax return is required. 

●​ The books are maintained on a cash basis. The fiscal period is May 1, 2025 to 

April 30, 2026, and all transactions reported pertain to this fiscal period.  

●​ Meridian Bank provides CFUW Guelph Chapter’s banking services consisting of a checking 

account 0, checking account 1, Business Advantage Plus 0 and  4 Guaranteed Investment 

Certificate (GIC).  

●​ All withdrawals and changes to GIC require two signatures*.  

 

*Those with signing authority are Gwen Revington, Heather Bailey and Jo Ann Hayter 
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Outstanding amounts as of April 30, 2026 are: 

1.​ Banquet deposit that pertains to 2026-2027 of 1950.00 

 

2.​ Annual membership dues of $120 of which $20 is a mandatory contribution to the 

 CFUW Scholarship Fund, 

3.​ AGM banquet fees,  

4.​ Some fundraising activities  (Canada Helps donations of 2321.67 which was transferred to the 

Scholarship fund) 

 

 

There were 115 full time members @$120/member, and 3 dual members who paid limited fees @$45  

 

Income Statement  

●​ Total membership fees, including required & voluntary scholarship donations, total $21,435.00 

●​ The required plus voluntary Scholarship donations totaled $10451.67 

●​ Net loss from the Banquet of 190.40 is reflected in the income statement, as was the net loss of 

1049.76 from the 80th Anniversary Luncheon. 

 

Notes: 

1.​ Bank Statement balances for Term Deposit agrees with books and records and is reflected on 

the March 2026 Meridian Statement valued at 17127.28. 

1.​ Bank statements for chequing accounts agrees with books and records after adjusting for 

outstanding amounts. 

2.​ Cancelled cheques in support of Ontario Council and National Office were verified. 
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REVIEW OF SCHOLARSHIP AND AWARDS TRUST FUNDS BOOKS AND RECORDS 

I met with Trust Fund Treasurer Brenda Coomber to review bank statements, supporting documents for 

scholarships awarded and the year end report.  

​ Income is generated from membership contributions ($20 mandatory contribution with 

membership plus any voluntary contributions to the fund) and interest on investments. Income 

reported from membership contributions matches the amount reported  as transferred from CFUW 

Guelph. 

​ Other than the purchase of new investments, disbursements were limited to cheques to 

institutions for students who won the awards. 

​ Investment certificates per bank statements agree with amounts reported. 

​ Balance agrees to the amount reported. 
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