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80™ Anniversary Luncheon

On Tuesday, December 2nd, 2025, close to 120 members and guests met for a luncheon at the
Springfield Golf and Country Club. This event was a celebration of CFUW Guelph’s 80"
Anniversary and an opportunity to hear Sally Armstrong’s presentation Global Women: Gains
and Setbacks. Before the buffet lunch, the attendees were able to view a slide presentation of
members attending club activities over the years and displays of historical club information.

CFUW Guelph President, Gwen Revington, presented a welcome address and directed the
remainder of the program. She read congratulatory messages from political representatives,
including from Dominique O’Rourke, MP for Guelph:

"I am sorry to not be with you in person today as you celebrate a remarkable milestone—the 80
anniversary of the Canadian Federation of University Women Guelph. For eight decades, your
organization has been a champion for education, equality and empowerment—not only for
women in Guelph but across Canada.

When CFUW Guelph was founded in 1945, its members were driven by a vision to advocate and
to advance women’s education, encourage leadership, and strengthen civic life. In those early
days, I know that your scholarships helped to ensure the women of Guelph could pursue higher
education. Your continued support in the form of annual scholarships and bursaries for students,
provides opportunities and demonstrates your deep commitment to the women of our
community. But those of you who know the CFUW, know that your impact reaches far beyond
scholarships.

CFUW Guelph has championed gender equality, supported poverty reduction initiatives, and
partnered with local organizations to address urgent community needs—from food security to
housing. You have stood at the forefront of advocacy, whether calling for a universal basic
income, promoting diverse representation in leadership, or organizing vigils to honour victims of
gender-based violence.

This legacy is not only about programs and policies—it is about people. Generations of women
have found mentorship, friendship, and purpose through CFUW. You have created spaces where
women can lead, learn, and lift each other up. That spirit of solidarity is just as vital today as it
was in 1945.
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As we look ahead, the challenges facing women and girls—here at home and globally—remain
significant. But if the past 80 years have taught us anything, it is that progress happens when
communities come together with courage and conviction. CFUW Guelph embodies that truth.

I thank you for your unwavering dedication to education, equality, and social justice.
Congratulations on 80 years of extraordinary service—and here’s to the next chapter of

leadership and impact."
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Shortly after the luncheon, CFUW Guelph received the following citation from the Prime
Minister of Canada:

1 would like to convey my warmest greetings (o everyone ¢ clebrating

the 80th anniversary of CIFUW Guelph

Since it was founded in 1945, CFUW Guelph has been devoted to
advancing the status of women, human rights and gender equ ity

I'his milestone provides a wonderful opportunity 10 reflect upon the
history of the organization, to highlight its many achicvements and to

set goals for the future.

I would like to commend the members of CI'UW Guelph for vour
contributions to the community. Your example of leadership serves

as an inspiration to us all.

1 wish you all a wonderful anniversary celebration and continued

sSuccess,

The Right Honourable Mark Carney, P.C., O.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada

Ottawa
2025
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Guests then listened to a congratulatory message from Sandra Shaw, president of
CFUW Ontario Council:

"Dear CFUW Guelph Club Members,
Congratulations on your 80" Anniversary!

Although I am not really a history buff, I have found it fascinating to explore the times in which
individual CFUW Ontario Clubs emerged and determine how far the feminist needle has moved
since their founding. What was the political environment into which women here in Guelph
collected to say — ‘we need to join together to advocate, educate and meet in a collegial,
supportive atmosphere’?

I have taken the liberty to review major events 80 years ago in 1945, affecting women and the
disadvantaged groups CFUW Ontario Clubs fight for. The beginning of CFUW Guelph was
certainly marked by world changing and monumental events for feminists.

In the political arena worldwide, 1945 was a pivotal year in world history, marking the end of
World War II with the defeat of Nazi Germany in May, and Imperial Japan in August. It was also
the year when the concentration camps were liberated particularly by Canadian forces, which had
a profound impact on Canada, shaping its identity and commitment to human rights. 1945
marked the first and last time atomic weapons were used in warfare, leading to significant
geopolitical changes and the beginning of the Cold War.

In April of 1945, founding negotiations for the United Nations begin in San Francisco and the
birth of the United Nations was ratified in October of that year.

Also in April of 1945, Princess Elizabeth joined the Auxiliary Territorial Service as a truck
driver/mechanic in London, following many Canadian women who played crucial roles
throughout World War II by serving in the military, working in factories, and taking on jobs
traditionally held by men, contributing significantly to the war effort.

In May of 1945, just after the surrender of Germany, riots broke out in Halifax following
celebration of the World War II victory in Europe, and fuelled by the presence of 25,000
servicemen who had strained Halifax wartime resources to the limit.

A Russian spy ring was discovered in Canada in September following the defection of a Soviet
embassy clerk.

In 1945, the Canadian Monarch was George VI, the Liberal Prime Minister was William Lyon
Mackenzie King, and the Premier was George A. Drew, who founded a conservative dynasty that
reigned for 42 years in the province.

At the San Francisco Conference for the founding of the UN, the equality of women was, for the
first time, mentioned in an international document through the UN Charter. There were only
eight female delegates at the conference, and only four to sign the Charter. A total of 3,500
people gathered at the San Francisco Conference in 1945, including advisors and secretaries.
Less than one percent were women.

In the inaugural session of the UN General Assembly in 1946, American Eleanor Roosevelt read
an "open letter to the women of the world", urging for their increased involvement in national
and international affairs.
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The immediate post-war period saw increased advocacy for women's rights, as many women
began to demand equal pay and recognition for their wartime contributions and at the urging of
women political leaders. This laid the groundwork for future feminist movements.

War, riots, subterfuge, the founding of the UN, a statement binding men and women as equal,
was the foundation onto which your founders stepped.

The environment CFUW Guelph was born into shaped your Club with respect to the advocacy
and education you have undertaken over the years. It has served as the undercurrent in the Club
for the building of strong friendships, and developing resilience, strength and a positive outlook
amongst Club members. Your founders were trailblazers, and you have taken up their gauntlet
and moved through 80 years as capable, strong women, with common values and a common

purpose.

Ontario Council has a great deal of pride in CFUW Guelph. Ontario Council, through me and
Ontario Council Regional Director for Ontario West, Eman El Halies, expresses its warmest
gratitude to you for 80 years of serving the community of Guelph and the surrounding area, for
serving the women of Ontario, Canada and the world, for the women you have launched into the
leadership of their respective fields through your scholarships, for fighting for the rights of
women and others and for 80 years of making friends and supporting each other through thick
and thin, through laughter and tears, through various governments, locally, provincially and
federally and through crushing world events.

Ladies, you are a wonder to behold — tenacious, innovative, altruistic and connected. I hope the
next 80 years will be as wonderful for CFUW Guelph as its first!

Felicitations."
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Gwen Revington then updated attendees on enduring club achievements, and Deb Thompson
paid tribute to CFUW Guelph members and recognized current long-time members".

"CFUW Guelph is home to talented, dedicated, interesting and inspiring women. A/l are valued.
What’s notable is that so many joined CFUW 25 or more years ago! These loyal, longtime
members are listed below." [My sincere apologies to those whose names were inadvertently left
off the slides at the 80" Anniversary luncheon. - Gwen]

Longtime CFUW Members and years since first joining CFUW

Chris Henderson 2§ Brenda Elliott 35 Carol Herrmann 46
Kristin Laing 2§ Liz Wagner 35 Marilyn Watson 47
Gail Ranson 27 Terri Belyea 38 Margaret Hull 50
Aileen Campbell 28 June Davis 40 Cherrill Walker 5T
Claudia Etches 28 Jennifer Mackenzie 41 Barbara Shaw 52
Gabriella Facchini 28 Jarka Rasper 41 Leslie Snell 53
Barbara Kuczynski 28 Jacqueline Johnson 43 Mary McEwen 54
'{giﬁclif:fkhn 29 JoAnne Oldridge 43 Linda Hathorn 56
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Andrea Manera 29 Sylvia Grant 44 Ann Middleton 56
Liz Britton 31 Clare Irwin 44 Maureen Ollerhead 57
Liz Fisk 31 Sandra McCormick 44 Ann Murray 58
Esther Semple 31 Grace Evans 45 Nancy Coates 58
Heather Bailey 33 Priscilla Reeve 45 Elizabeth Taborek 58
Gwen Revington 34 Connie Valeriote 45 Judith Hunter 59
Sonia Spekkens 34 Susan Watts 45
Christa Dorter 35 Judy Barrett 46
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Luncheon guests then heard the exciting news from Gabriella Facchini, Scholarship &
Awards Chair, that the CFUW Guelph 80" Anniversary Engineering Scholarship is fully
endowed. Chandler Grey, Development Manager, College of Engineering, Alumni
Affairs & Development at the University of Guelph, was present to accept the
endowment cheque.

Left to Right: Gabriella Facchini, Chandler Gray, Scholarship Treasurer Brenda Coomber,
Scholarship Secretary Diane Boyd

Shortly after the luncheon, Scholarship received the following letter of thanks from the Dean of the
College of Engineering (next page)
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| College of
Uof G | Engingeering

January 19, 2026

Canadian Federation of University Women — Guelph
c/o Gabriella Facchini

9 Linden PI

Guelph, ON N1E 1W8

Dear Ms. Facchini,

On behalf of the College of Engineering, | would like to express our gratitude to the
Canadian Federation of University Women — Guelph for your generous pledge to establish
and endow the CFUW Guelph 80th Anniversary Engineering Scholarship.

By establishing this scholarship, you are helping open doors for talented female students to
follow their goals in a field where their ideas and contributions matter greatly. Your gift
reflects a shared vision of fostering diversity and excellence in engineering education. It
ensures that the next generation of women engineers will have the resources and
encouragement they need to thrive.

As you celebrate your 80th anniversary, please accept our congratulations on this
incredible milestone and our sincere appreciation for your long-standing partnership with
the University of Guelph. Together, we're making a meaningful and measurable difference for
students and the wider community.

Once again, thank you for your generosity and dedication to improving life through
education.

Kind regards,

oAbl i Zprec

University of Guelph

College of Engineering

50 Stone Road East

Guelph, Ontario, Canada N1G 2W1

uoguelphca IMPROVE LIFE.




The Guelph Line: February 2026 © 2026 CFUW Guelph, All Rights Reserved

Attendees then enjoyed the tasty buffet lunch!




The Guelph Line: February 2026 © 2026 CFUW Guelph, All Rights Reserved




The Guelph Line: February 2026 © 2026 CFUW Guelph, All Rights Reserved




The Guelph Line: February 2026 © 2026 CFUW Guelph, All Rights Reserved

We would like to thank Liz
Wagner and Brenda Vegso for
arranging the beautiful
centerpieces for the tables. They
definitely added the CFUW touch
to the room.

Liz Wagner (left) and Brenda Vegso (right)
with their completed arrangements. They took
3 bours to create (with a tea break balf-way),
and used all foraged greens from their gardens,
some leftovers from the Gardening interest
group wreath making night, and purchased
flowers from Zebrs. These arrangements
graced each of the tables, and were taken home
by the guest whose birthday was closest to the
October 1946 'birthday' of CFUW Guelph.
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After a warm introduction
by Jean Franklin
Hancher, our Keynote
Speaker Sally Armstrong
spoke eloquently about
Global Women: Gains and
Losses.

Comments were given that
Sally was passionate,
informative and entertaining.

Many of the attendees came
especially to hear Sally speak
and definitely weren’t
disappointed.

After the question period
Janet Bruder thanked Sally
tor her presentation. Janet
then proceeded to give the
closing remarks for this
successful event.
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Thanks to everyone who attended this special event and supported our 80th Anniversary
celebration. Special thanks to Sonia Spekkens for all the wonderful photographs.

Thanks also need to go out to the 80th Anniversary Committee for all of their diligence to
ensure a successful luncheon: Gwen Revington, Heather Bailey, Janet Bruder, Jane Kenny,
Lydia Thomas, Carolyn Clubine as well as Liz Miller and Deb Thompson.

Left to Right: Janet Bruder, Gwen Revington, Lydia Thomas, Maureen Weaver, Heather Bailey, Carolyn Clubine, Jane
Kenny, Liz Wagner

Sincerely, Maureen Weaver, Chair 80" Anniversary Committee
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